
Rugby League and the Community - Introduction (Slide Title) 

Hi everyone, my name is Steve Guan, and I am the RFL’s Southern Regions Development Manager.  

Today, we are going to take a closer look at the sport of Rugby League and the impact and 

importance it has at a community level and how this comes about. 

Sport has a special place in the social fabric of many communities. It has the power to engage us as 

individuals and groups, it brings us together and enriches our communities through playing, 

volunteering, watching, and supporting. 

But what truly unites us all is how a sport, like Rugby League, touches everyone's lives in different 

ways. Whether it is within our local community, on or off the field, raising money for amazing causes 

local or nationally, or helping people through difficult times, sport has the ability to inspire everyone. 

First up we have a video that gives an overview of Rugby League, looking at the history of the sport, 

as Rugby league celebrated its 125th birthday last year.  

After the video, your will hear from my colleague Anthony Atherton who will look at some of the 

impressive work that Rugby League Foundations do and the importance of our Community Clubs 

within their communities. 

 

1 x VIDEOS (History of RL) + Ant’s Speaking and Foundation/Community Videos 

 

Community Foundations: 

Community Foundations the length and breadth of the country do an amazing amount of work to 

inspire, educate and bring aspiration to everyone. 

From the primary and secondary schools’ interventions that deliver a high-level PE provision, to 

cafes, clubs, and meeting points for the elderly and less mobile to re-engage everything about the 

work they do has a community feel.  In recent years, the development of physical and learning 

disability offers have seen yet another hard-to-reach group make a connection with their community 

foundation.  With a vast majority of community foundations operating in LSEG areas the game/sport 

is vital to the lives of so many. 

The foundations are in addition to this a key driver in aspiration and pathway developments, from 

those elite few that make it to the top and the many thousands that connect with the community 

foundation to enrich their lives, boys, girls from all communities are having more opportunity than 

ever before to play, coach and watch this great game. 

 

Community Clubs: 

 

Our network of over 300 community clubs work hand-in-glove with the community foundations, 

through ambassador schemes and the like, each community club will have shared objectives with 

the foundations in “getting more people involved” with rugby league.  And it is not just playing, 

although that is a huge part of it! 



 

High quality volunteering opportunities, community clubs that are the “hub” of their community 

bring community groups from all walks of life through the doors and enrich their lives in many ways.  

Making friends, developing confidence, physical and mental health improvements.  It all happens 

HERE!! 

 

The playing opportunities are extended well into the twilight years too, with a thriving social scene 

including touch, tag and masters meaning anyone male or female from and background from 7-70+ 

can play the game in setting that fits for them. 

 

 

Rugby League Dividend & RLWC2021 (Slide Title) 

Thanks, Ant, for those words and a look into the fantastic work Rugby League Foundations and 

Community Clubs do. 

In 2018 Manchester Metropolitan University produced a report titled ‘The Rugby League Dividend’ 

for the Rugby Football League. The report looked at a host of things including the economic and 

social impact and social return on investment of Rugby League. 

One major finding of the report was from a social capital perspective. Identifying with, and being 

involved in a club or team, can provide many benefits, such as enhanced social connections, and can 

contribute positively to well-being.  

The RLWC2021 will also be an example of Rugby League having an impact on its communities. The 

event will take place in England in October and November of this year with games being played 

across England. For the first time in history the men's, women's and wheelchair competitions will be 

staged at the same time culminating in an epic finals weekend. What is arguably more impressive is 

the fact that every player across the 3 competitions will be paid the same amount of money for their 

taking part, bringing a new level of equality to the event. 

We have two more short videos that look at What Rugby League Means To People and one with 

RLWC2021 Ambassador Adam Hills that looks at one of the impacts that the event is already having 

in the community. 

 

2 x VIDEOS (Adam Hills clip + What RL Means) 

Rugby League Family (Slide Title) 

Being part of a sport, whether you are a passionate fan, a player, a volunteer, or someone that lives 

in a society that the sport influences, will bring Social Cohesion, Identity, Aspiration and Role 

Models. It ignites people’s passions, brings benefits to not only the community but individuals 

physical and mental health. In our sport we call this the Rugby League Family. 

I hope everyone has enjoyed our presentation and taken somethings from it. If anyone wants any 

further information on what we have discussed today please feel free to get in touch, my contact 



details will come up at the end of the video or grab me for a coffee when we get back into office life 

whenever that will be       cheers.  

Slide – title + collage of RL pictures representing the RL Family + ADD CONACT DETAILS ON FINAL 

SLIDE last 5 seconds to the finish. 

 


